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Tl!E EDITOR CJIA'l'S WITH HIS READERS 

TF.E NICEST PIDPLE: 
In my preface t o the 1962 Collcctoro' Digcot W::o • o W::o I suggcatod 

th::it the ro:,dors of ihio ong:izinc nro t ho very niccot pooplc in th o 
world . All tho tio c li ttlo things o.ro h.::pponing which convince c,o 
t h::it I w:is ri ght in what I wrote . 

Soc c ti.mo o.go a Mr. lb.uric c Cooper, who liv es non.r Paris , wroto 
to th o I llustr :itod London Nows t o try to got infonn :ition conc erning :,n 
old poriodicul c:illed "Ally Slopor' s lblf Holi day." Tho odi t orio.l do
po.rtmont of tho Ill ustrotod London Hews i:ut Mr. Coopor in t ouch with 
co, :md ho t old co how ouch he would l ove to bo able to buy n fow 
copi es of t h.::t vary old "illy Sl opor " poriodicru. . I "'entionod t ho 
c:it t or t o one of our rood ors , Mr. Frank Pott i ngoll , :ind he prooiscd IilO 

t h.:l.t ho would writ e to Mr. Cooper. 
Tho m tter slipped fro,:; oy nind nfkr th:it, until ::, few deyo 080 

whon I beD.l'd fr an Mr. Cooper. He wrote: 
•r t wM good of you to h:ivo giv en my ruldross to .. -...... __ .......... -....... -... --... -- ... ---·--· .. ,_ ... _,, ___ ..,_,, __ ,,..,_ ... _, ..... - ..... .. 



the fo;;ioU3 cctor , Mr. Fronk Pet tingoll , ruid to h.>vo 

onquirod whet her , by chruice, he eight ho.vo '1n odd copy 

of Ally Sloper ' o llnlf -Rolicloy to sell , Vo have boon 
excb.:ul;:l..ng lett oro . Bo found, in aoo.rching through 

hia collec ti on, a duplic ate volwo for 1035, Fitl.'llly , 

you will be gl ~d to ho:ir th.ot ho asked r.:o to accept 
this voluz:.o with his ca:ipli.Dcnto, and, of mur::ic, I 
joyfully did oo, Tho voluco arrived safely l03t 1tcck, 

liow I shal l h:lvo sor.:o ho.ppy hours of youthful ro 
collec tions . • 

Tr.o ~vcl of Kr. Coop:>r1a lett er t1:ldc co vocy chocrf\J.l . Mr. 

Fronk Potti ngoll is not only one of th o fines t ch:lrnc t or nctors i n 

tho country , ho is also one of t ho Nicoat Pooplo , And Mr, Coopor, in 

rococbeJ'ina to writo ruid se.y Th:lnk You for th o litt l o th.ot I had done , 

aust o.lao bo a Very llico Person . 

IIHICH SCHOOL? 
A mtionnl ncwpapor , skillpily rovi oru g the Aut obiogropby , n:,do 

a few sour ca:ccnts concorning the oyst ory of too schoo l which Cho.rloa 

l!cmil t on at t ondod. Docs i t ronl l y cntto r which ochool ho a t t ended? Ho 

wi3hod to kcop it socrot , ond i t is no businosa of ours . Wb!ltcvor and 

vhcrovcr tho school was, he was " great credit to i t ! And, in our view, 

tll.'.lt' s nll t hot ro tt oro , 
THE EDITOR, 

******* 
BRUSH WITH A BODY 

fuuri.co ll.:Lct1ghlin, t ho writer of the Bunt or o tngo shows, h:l3 

written c. cor..cdy thrille r entitled "Brush with n Body", Tho pley is 

being sent on n short tour of th o provinc es , prior t o Voot End prosen

btion , I t is pros ont od by City St:,go Product ions who arc rosponsiblo 

for tho Bil ly Bunt er produc t ions duri ng tho Chrisl:!:l!l3 soason , 

Tho following is :,. list of tho provincicl dotes , the pl:iy being 

stegod for n wook in oo.ch 0'180 : 

Brighton Thoatro Roy:>l June 4t h; O,.;ord Juno 11th ; Hull Juno 

18th ; followed by Goldors Groan and Stroathan Hi ll , 
A ,trong C.'.l3t ho.s boon ell8']i!Cd, i ncluding t ho f:,.cous st:ir Mllry 

llcl'l"'-11, and our own Borno.detto llilncs . No doubt plenty of C, D. 

road oro will wish to enjoy a visit to tho ploy when it cocos wit hin 

roocho.blo di atancc of th eir hooos . 

* • • • * • * 
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THE MAGIC OF "NO. 1 , " 

By F. Addington Syoonds 

One of t he greates t delights ot cy boyhood vos the nppearonce of 

a new papor , whetbor it was The M:,gnct or Seith ' • Weekl y, both of which 

first nuobors I ror.,oober well , 
Thero w:is for cc a f asc ination in the oppeo.rance of ''No. 111 on 

the front page , cocpor c.bl e t o tho expecumt t hri ll one f elt when s itting 

in n theatre ru,d w!li ting fo r th e curl.un to go up , Here was sooething 

brand now, a fresh rulventure , n "oys t ery" which was to rov eol itself , 

P'go by pnge and is sue by i ssue - for of cwrs e I follo wod the progress 

of o,ich now paper woek by woek , nt l east until tho novelty vore off -

or the paper f aded into oblivion , as , alas , it s0<.10tioes did ! 
One of th e sad little cocpan,y of "infant t,ort ol iti os" which I 

reoeober cos t vividly wns o weekly publi shed by George Newnes,Lt d . , 

nnd callod The Boys ' Best - or , to l;ivo it it s full titl e , The Boys ' 

Best Story P,iper . No. 1 is befor e c.e os I vrit o ru,d I see thnt it bonrs 

th e d'1te October 7th, 1911, 
The front pnge - which """ "Boys I Friend" size - vos printed in 

two colours , red ond blo ck , which wos in itself suffici ent~ exciting 

in t hose days . In con taine d n large line drawing which illus t rat ed a 

se ri al called "Ta:1 ot llelfi el d" by G. ! . Weston, nnd pictured two school 

boys falli nc headlong over a broken bri di;e on t o a psssing goods tmin 

belo w. (" Thore was a rend ing cr83h of sp linteri ng woodworl< as t he bri di!e 

gave way o.nd Ton and his o~ , locke d in n st ruJgl ing o,.br:ice , f e ll on 

the swiftly coving tr ai n •.. !") 
That was :.ore tlian sufficient to whet the a ~peti te and one turned 

th e page with eager excitenent . .. · 
The first chapter of t he se rial was preface d by an edito ri al 

bl urb in which it was confide ntly pre dicted that "To.-, would quick l y 

beCa:10 t he c ost talked-of boy in Bri tain !" And a footline , running 

across all four col= of the page proclsed t hat "'!'HE BOYS' B&S'I' STORY 

PAPER is 1,-oing t o be the BEST and ~lOST POPOLAR Boys• Paper ever pub

li shed! " - a prophecy which , unfortunately , was far fro o accurate ! 

(The pape r losted , I believe , for about six :oonths) , 
Following "Ta:1 at l!el field" caoe "Once a Week" - the Editor ' s 

PIJ88, - which was obviously uodelled on the llanilton &!wardes style , so 

well -known in t he Boy' s Friend , Reallo and Herald. Here th e Edi tor 

advised his readers to show the pape r t o the ir parents because it 

cl aic ed to be the so rt of paper that "a boy can take ha:e Yi t hout 

running the risk of his fat her or co ther objecting t o his reading it" 

a " tilt.,_ of course ._ at the _prevalence, in those da:1..s. of t he all~ . ..l"'.!!!!.Y 
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dre:idful ! 
Next c&<e the first of a series of cocplete stories, "the Adven

ture s of Captain Gart ridge" by Paul Jones - the setting being in Mexico 

and the hero being " boy called Harry Havkvood, Captain Cart ridge va.a 

an outlaw - and the r est of the plot you should easily be able to guess ! 

A second aerial follow ed, entitled "Bob Holli ns' Quest", by 

Wal t or Rees. The naoe of tile artist wns not give n but t he trained eye 

soon recognized the work of the once fw,ous Paul Hardy , This serial 

was sub-titled "The Most Exciting Sea and land Adventure Story Ever 

Writte n" - the F.ditor was plainly ouch addicted to superlatives ! One 

of the chief characters in the yarn was a rascally old sea -dog called 

Raspberry Joe , and the story itself was written with a r are Wld in
fectious gusto . 

At the tille when the Boys' Best first ...ode its appearance , the 

Scout C!ovenent was just catching on and it was perhaps inevitable that 

the new paper should feature n serial with the significant title "Be 

Prepared," Thia was vri tten by E. le Breton Ilo.rtin , whose "Boys of 

the Otter Patrol" had alre:idy earned hio well-deserved fa::ie, and va.a a 

real acocp fo r the new paper, 
Turing the pages , we next cWJe to a series of a r ticles on Stanp 

Cclleoting , "How to Make, " and Football - all of whi ch were excellently 

i llustrated vi th diagr&:.9, etc. 
Two oore s t ories followed - a serial entitled "The Bln.c.'c Star" , 

featuring a new detec ti ve , Gilbert Gray, and written by Oliver Stuart ; 

and the first of a new series of short conple tes, "Chw_. of the Port 

Watch," by Harry Caopbell , 
Such were the contents of the first, 16 page issue of The Boys' 

Best ; and , to assist th e paper in its launching upon t he unknown and 

perilous seas of public approval , th e Editor dreor,ed up the ide a of 

establishing a corps of "paid assistants " nunbering 1 ,ooo, to bo drawn 

froD. anong the readers thell9elves and called "The Boys' Best Pioneers , " 

Readers were invited to "earn 2a , 6d. a week" by helping the &liter to 

:cake tho paper bettor known and wore inforued that the y would be t old 

what to do in return for filling in a coupon vi th -n2:1e and address , 

etc . , and sending it t o the editor . 
Obviously , the response to this invi t:ition was not toe enthusi 

astic since th e paper itself , as I have said , disappeared af ter about 

six oonths , I re oeober oy own keen disappointoent over i ta loss , for 

its contents during that brief period were of a co::iperatively hi,Bh 

standard and CDJ'lY of the sto ries vere well vorth the penny charged for 

each i98ue . There vas , to o , an infectious enthusiaao about the editorial 
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direction, a "pers onal t ouch" reoiniscent of the old Big iludget which 
endeared t he paper to oe and can s t ill awaken nostalgi c aeoo ries, 

Looking back upon it now, it seeos t o oe t ha t the cause of t he 
ear ly deuise of The Boy;,' Best was it s t oo l avish ioi tation of th e llru:;
ilton &!wardes code l, plus an atteopt to copy th e s inc erity and enthu 
sias o of t hat grea t &!itor , Arthur Brooke , h\itation ooy be the 
since re st fom of flattery; but it can also be a ve ry dangerous and 
tricky bus ine ss , especially where boys are concerned - t hey a re so 
quick t o detect aeyth.i ng that i s not abs olutely genuine , And I f ear 
tha t th e anonycoue &!it or of th.is paper fixed too ra pt a gaze upon the 
personality and work of Arthur Brooke, who was , of crurse , i nicdtab l e , 

A pity - indeed, a grea t pi ty! The Bo:·s I Best eigh t have deve l
oped int o quit e one of t he best papers of its kind, i f only .... , ! 

* * * * * * * 
£!!!I NC Nµ T lflffl l 3Y SPECIAL RES(E§T 

Large m.mt>ers of readers have been writi ng con'1nuouslY to the Digest Orttc e re-

i~!!t!: ~!i~ :a~0if;i:~;.0 1f!: ~1:;; ~! esfr:1~!: :f~1=·au'::.or ~t~he 
siaae st.ortes , with tlle resuU that , tn aur JuJ,y Issue, we shall bring you a brSld-new 
tale or 81.de. 

MR 8UDDLE'S HAIR SHIR.T 

- IN COlLECTCII.B• DIGraT ?:tXT KIJ'ffl -

flfl§ l"Q.'THI § CQVIJt 

HOI fflEY BEGAN, No. 19 . en our cover this IIMth we bring you the very tlr st. Issue 
or Che l!IICh-loved C<lmlc paper •cor11c curs .• 

YE OLDE cn:1 gg: INN 

It ts not the mug 1'lho beoomth the big pot. 

WANTm: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 , 7, a, 9, 11, 13 , 14, 15, 16 s . P.c. Wlll pay 1/- Ncll. 

~1.EY, . 3l,O BJJ..D.-lJ!-:S .LANE, .. BIRt'IINGH.l!1 28. _, ... _ ,MNH, ......... - .. ............... ,- .................. ........ ,_ ,, _ ........ ,,., .. .. - .. .. 

WANTED: Magnets int Populars 192.} and 1924; ?omg Brltalna and ear17 rum EM&aZlnes, 
&nd fnm .,c.ar post.cards, attll s , etc . 
T. JOONSQ' , t8 RABY PARK ROAD, /.£81'CN, WIRRAL, OIESURE. 
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-----·--- ..... _._ ......... _ ... ___ ........ ~ ..... " .. "' '"'~-.............. -... -.......... __ ,. ... , ... _,.......... . 

DANNY 'S DIARY 

A rew da)'s eco 1117 brother Doug broUBht hollll one or the J1,111e Issues or t he" Bon' 

F'rtend :,a Library. It was entitled •1Mryt>od7' s Favotrlt .. , b1 .lU,erlQ' Daw,t. rt'• a 

meat or 111na1 story . abcut the rl•alrY between two chains or rt1.11lc Halls. Doug ,ays 1U 

baled on tbl rh· a1t7 between the St tll 1beatru and the 11oH Drptres . 

tor several Y•e a nOJr Oswald Stoll hu been butldlng, &11 onr London and \h e 

provtncu . lonl)' Nuatc Halli • Ith th.1ck carpets end plenty of plulb am at u. 1bere ts 

th e London Co 11111.111, or course , and Dlptn1 at <21t•tck , WOOd GNen . Reclmu , Chatba9 

S'ld o\htr pllCH , Hr. Noss hu a big th eatre ac. Oxford Circu s , and haa tiutlt £11)lre1 at 

Rolbcm, Plnltu7 Partr:, Stratford , New Cros, , Bl'l1t.ol Ind tl1"'*1tre . Doue aaya thart 11 , 

third bt1 ~up cal l ed the S)'ncucate Halla, lfllch ,,haYI l.beacns at J1lt2J t m..._~ -



Page 8 

Putney, WaU ord, Walthamst.<IW, ltlbUrn and other Pl 6Cea. So the Bo7•' rr tend Library 

la 1'eJ")' t.cp lo al. 
Dad HJ• ht thlnu Cbe picture pal.eta IDIQ' hit t.be ti.alto Ralls , but Douc NT• Ule 

plct.urts han htt U:11 le g ti ,l.m t , Uleatr'H but not th e lll e&lt.t •t-e ones. so I ex:pect 

tha t ttr. Stoll end Hr. HoH will co 0.1 butldlng \bt lr Dlplrts . 

Speaking or pictures , • story ln the Cem tb ls IIOl'li.h waa 1TOD 111r'f')' 1 a Picture 

Pa.lace.• I l au&hed 1:1,Ys elt all ]y. GlYn lnl'ented a 1DOYlnMt ct.ure e.amera, IIM1 a pro-

Jectn, to ,how the fi lm wtlh. 
It lw beai a 1000 mnU, 1n Uie Ge-. A ator7 about I.Allllt ,-uaJ. IJ 1'111 Crt • s, 

called •ot 1CW1ed b1 Hts rawr , • was t %Ct ll ent. 'nit beal. st.or, , I thtr* , was •F -,1.ng Git 

tt1s1c-. A new muter,~. Ft tzceraJ.d, o .. to st. Jta •a, anc1 rr . Stlb>' sa id be ,.. a 

lale-brtakir . Nobody belt e'Nd !\-. 8elb7 t ill Levison got shut tn t he Ht ad 1s aatt , IM 

It' . Fttl,IV"ald betn,ed ht • elf b7 get.tine Levtaon en& ot th e sate . 
TblY' o.all 0... ca lbl 1 .Ul - :,chool- a t.or)' pepr now, becMUe tbl:N ts a new ,ertal 

' The School lh1er C1PTU 1 , about RJl COlbl c~ School . J t 11 a cranCI t all , er.i , 

though t dcio•t ontn read ffrt.ia , I • lnJ CJt,- thi s one, It ta by ProlPer HC*al"d, but 

ha wrlt H 2u8' lik e Hartin currord , and usea Harttn curr orcit a cbar aotora . Pemap a 

ProlPU' 11 Harc.ln•• broUl er. I t not , he ta a bit of a pl11ttonrlllt.t . I d<11'C. •Ind. I 
ion t.be atcr7 . 

n,e De.rb,..., .on b1' a hon e cal.ltd Tagall • , an:! Dad NY• tc. ta t.he Urst cr,q nae 

to win ~ • Oert:IJ f or nearly a hundred )'Iara. I aupeet tba t Dad put hla Jilin on Tacal t e 

("1\at WOUlCI Hartin current think?) f or he has taiten ua tll'lc e to th e th ea t re tht a IIOl\t.h. 

We ... i.pr tnoua Capric e• at th e Bhaf't.eabur, 1'>.eatre • Sid t.be 1tar1 "8N Ctoe lJ 

= e~ ei ~eo'2't!':1r~.1:'~0io!:1!iUl °::. aar.:~!cia1!t ~:•g: ~ :!":•:: 
Olpl.N , lAloesi er 8QUBN, t.o aff •£nr,bocl1' 1 s Dotnc It..• Id.a 0-tspt wu tn tt., end It 

was t.errl flo. Drouc hu a l ot. ot ras t.t • rec ord a tor ht1 &rtm:>pbme, So• o r t.h•• are 

H.1'1.V.r «- are w10nen; and ao• are F.dl900 Bell , 
1'beN ls a new aertal In tba: Hcnet. It •a called •twi ce R<UM1 the Globe , • br 

Blelle:J Dtw. I ctontt lik e tt. mob , but rt/ pal Cari.er 831'1 lt. .itea hla laQOl. 
Only a fa ir IICOt.h ln U. Nagnet.. I -..ppon tl\e best tale waa • Doll, en Rl1 Luck•. 

Bob Q\wry though t. ht saw Har1t Linl ey tn a pw> called th e Btro--tn-Hand , end ,o Oley 

QU&I"Nllld, Actuall.7 tt Ml a tourt.h toni boy called onmoN, Who had dla gu taed hlm elt 

to l ook Ute Hark LlnlQ" . Later co , Oi l.are c.rt ed to mt • Klr1t d nmk , b7 putt.Inc 

tll\tlk7 tn bt1 le:xriact•, but. Wll'I Lwl.g <Nn ged CM cluse s • ., le. waa Gtl.mCN a cot drt'*. 

1' W&a quit. si tndellbl • story , but tnten sttnc . Gtlllore M ted Llnl tY, an:l want.Id ht.a 

to loae hla achol.anhtp, but tt waa Gi lmore mo wu expelled In the a . 

'lblN was al.lo a sad atoiy about 8ol 1onr t e 70Wll broth er , and a f UM7 one called 

•tbt Creytr lC"I Gardeners . • 
DlrLn& Lht aontb tbero 1111.1 a coUl1 1cn. btDNen "'° f'Nnob aeropla,ea . Botb pllo ia 

ne.re kllltO. It 'tllU I.be ttni t tma Chert bu ntr been a coll lalcn 1n Che a ir . You'd 

tlllnk th q •d go, plent, c.t rooa up there . Not like t.l!e l'Ollda. Dad aa7s Uw trarrto 

probleru are getttrc ..ru1. end It ,oathtna tsntt done soon the atreeta or London wil l 

ooae to a ,taldst lll . What laru l 
Aw:it r.m cam to Ylstt ua, arxl can • a tbrNpenro-b t t., ao I ,1pent a PNV\J' en t.be 

Han el . Hatn St.or)' WU • Pett lhe D!Yer , • ti)' s. Clari(• Root, all about Jeck , B• and 

Pet e. It waa t a tr to • lcttllna;. 
I han been U'llnt.l rg 'llbat a l ot or arttat, the)" have work ing ln Bounrt, BtNet on 

Cd' paipera. OoUI aara U\ai •school \l'ader Cam&t' 1, lllustrattd b7 Q\t,1c:1, , and ~ 

dCnald does St.. JS.. • a. 1hen mere •, Ql.ac>ms1 In tbe Hacn•t and Dodsbcn In Plue*.. In 

Oletr , 8aJ•, Cheer t.btN ta T. w. Holm s , and aomont 1lbo 11,na blllstl t C..H. B. Thi 

Robin Rood ,tor t es l n ibt a paper are llluat re.iect b)' Harry Len•• 8ld I think be'• coed. 

In c. s .c. , T. w. Holmta llluatnt ea.a ser ial cal led •Hldl t London'• Hlllton ..- . and 

he drew one or a tnll , bUC. Ult drlur dl«mt t •• t o ban wry contro la. or N1'bl he'd 

cot control.a but no breke handl e. It -. quite lndeltbl e . 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by J~'EPHINE PACKMAN, 

'Z7 Archdale Road, Kast lW.vich, London, S.E. 22. 

First of al l I 1rould lLlce to 

thank al l those who have r ecently 

sent ue ca teri al for Blaldana . It 

is a long tic e si nce I was in the 
hapw positio n of announcing 
' fort hca:u.ng fe a tures • and thi s I 

can do now once again . 
Like Oliver Tvist , I still 

ask for more (articles) , f or vit h 

ti.. ca:ipletion of tha S.B.L. 
'1'i t les and Authors - to the point 
that I consider appropriat e - it 

will ciean that the sps ce thus 
freed will have to be filled vi t h 

soc.et.bing else . 
I am t1ost grateful to th ose 

vho have "rallied round", and I 
l oclc forward t o hearing fraa more 

of you. 
JOSIE PAOOWI 

* * * * * 
THE JEl'EC'l'IVE Ill FIC'l'IO!I 

B;y Victor Colby 

In t he pages of "The Detect ive Magazine", vol . 2, No. 19 , dated 

3rd August , 1923, an article vas featured bearing th e above title, and 

writ ten by one Noman K. Harrison . 

Here it i s , in part : 
The detective of everyday lif e has his para llel in f iction , and 

sane of the creations of the writ er ' " ,brain have . obtained considera ble 
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notoriety , 
Probably no tale has as great an attraction as the detective 

story . They are read by young and old of both sexes and by all pro

fessions . 
The detective or fiction is generally an unusually gifted man. 

Be possesses an WlCllJlt\Y knowledge of criminals, is the caster of dis 

guise, spealc.9several languages fluently , has great power in high 
quarters , and often considerable scientific or medical knowledge . 

Sherlock Holmes was a notable creation in detective fiction , Bis 
tall thin fom in the chew.cal stained dressing gown became a familiar 

figure. Bis deductive powers were undoubtedl7 great . 
In Frnnce a notevorth,y creation was M. Lecoque , the invention of 

&nile Gaboreau. The French detective stories of that writer were 
longer and core involved than their English counterparts but they were 

undeniably interesting •• • • 
Other fine detective stories have been written, but to write a 

detective story is not to create a living personality , and fev have 

achieved that. 
One cannot leave the detectives of fi ct ion vi thout mentioning a 

name nearly as well known as Sherlock Holmes - Sexton Blake , 
llbo created biJII the writer does not know, tbou8h years ago be rend 

the story or Bl..>ke ' s schooldeys ; but be does know that the longer 

stories which are issued monthly are read by Clal\Y people other than 
school boys . 

Sexton Blake is a different type f'rOl!l Sherlock Holmes. . The 
latter rarely left &,gland; the fomer has work to do all over the 
globe . llbile some would say that Holl:!es is core deductive than Blake , 

maey cases will be remecibered in which the latter detective was at the 

height of hia deductive powers . " 
T.:e writer has often t l,ought it would prove a good teat for, eay, 

Edgar \fal.lace to create the crime, and then Sexton Blake and Sherlock 
Holme• oach to attempt the solution in bis own vay. Many lovers of 

detective fiction would delight in the contest of breim , 

* * * * * 
E. W. ALAIS . an early Blake writer 

By furek L ley 

In January last I was fortunat e enou8h to contact H. Cl8"e nt 
Alais , neii>ew of E. W. Alais, one of the early Blake writers , whose 

nsme appeared in the ' official ' list of Sexton Blake Library titles 
secured sane time ago by Bill Lofte, 
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Very little has been written about this author up t o now, for 

the obvious reason that - apart f rom the fact that he wrote s t ori es of 
Kit and Cora, detectives , under the nome of Cedric Wolfe - information 
ab01!t him has been very limited. 

Ernest ii . Alais was the brothe r- in - law of J ames Harwood Panting, 
anothe r prolific writer of boys s t ories , The latter was a t one time 
edi t or of Young Folks . He wrote maey sto ri es under the name of Cl aude 
Heathcote , two populD.r yarns by him bei ng Cli ve of Clai r Colle ge and 
Boys of Bl air House. 

To re turn to E. W. Alais , here are a few tit-bits of infomation 
about him as given t o me by his nephew: 

Although born wit h only one lung , E. W. AlaJ.s was a continuous 
and heaVY smoker of t he strongest tobac co, hi s f avourite being the ol d 
Ir ish tvist . When he was writ i ng there was always a long column of 
smoke coming from his pipe , but at aey in terrupti on the pipe was gent ly 
pit down. He was a marvellous raconteur , and told all his yarns without 
the slightest facial raoveraent, He always carried a walking stick when 
out of doors; for visitors and spe cial occasio n, he kept Morrie I s 
Havana cigarettes . He coul d lit er ally smell a fog coriling, and wruld 
then retire to bed until it cl ea red. He was sixth of a famil y of seven , 
11\Y inf omant ' s father bei ng t he eldest . 

His tact in Oizy emergency was unsurpassed, and hi s out standing 
mental ability was i n striking contrast to his deli ca te physi cal con
dition , He made his debut in the 11 terary world with the pibl i cntion 
of a story in the "Golden PeJUIY." Among his Blake yarns were "Sexton 
Blake in Morocco" and "Till er and Tid ewa;'" , t he latter being plblished 
in th e Beys ' Friero Library 1st series . The majori-ty of his Blake 
s t ories were plblished in the "Union J ack" althoug h quite a number 
appea red in the Sexton Bl ake Library . 

In addi ti on t o hi s literary work he was a brill i :mt caricatur i s t 
and whllt would t oday be called a cartoonist . He was also a fi ne bl ack 
and white artist , a water colour artist and a s t eel engraver , The 
latter art he acqui red from his father , 'II. J. AlaJ.s, a well-known st eel 
engraver who engraved many of Landseer•s works. 

The final quest ion I asked H. Clecent AlaJ.s was as to t he pron 
,unciat i on of the name Alais . Naey of us have our own way of pronounc i ng 
this oome, but never before have I heard it pronounced correctly . 
Actually , it i s pronounced exactly the same as t he French port Calais , 

Emes t 'i . W. Alais was born at Reading on 30th December, 1864 , 
and died at Streat hao , London on 7th January , 1922. 

* * * * * 
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Extrnct of l etter fran Brian Doyle: 

An Irish outho r named Flann O' Brien was being i ntervie wed at his 
hane in Dublin . He published a book qalled "At Swim-Two-Birds" in 

19J9 which r ece ived ' rove • notices from the top literary critics at the 
time , but didn ' t sell particul,arl,y well because of the outbreak of the 

war. He has just written a new book , and his ol d one has also been re

prin t ed . In the in t erview he admitted that he wrote unde r several othe r 

naoes . Then came the follo'ling dialogue : 

Im'ERVIEWBR: I believe I •m right in sayizlg that you •ve 
written several Sexton Blake detective stories? 

O' llRIEII: 
IllTERVIEWER: 
01 BRIElf: 
Th'TERVIE\IER: 
O' BRIEII: 

Yes, I hove . 
Are you proud of this? 
I am ~ proud of it . Very proud indeed . 
How maey did you write? 
I 've written five Sexton Blake stories . •• 

Then t he talk turned to other things . 

In his letter Brinn went on to say that he thought the above 
mi&ht be of interest to students of Blald.ana . 

A few days 880 I moeived a very nice letter fran another of our 
readers , Mr. A. II. Rhodes (B.F . P.O. 19), on t he same subject . Mr. 
Rhodes encl osed a Jl88" extracted from T:,e Listener containing the 
following : 

Peter D.wal Smith interviewed l"lann O' Brien , hailed by Joyce and 

Cmene as a maste r when he published AtilwiD-Two- Birds in 19}8. T.,enty 
yeare later he published a propagnnda novel , advoc:iting more public 
lavatories for wanen. He has not been idle 1n the meantime. He has 

worked as an I rish Civ il Servant, written five Sexton Blakes (*) and 

under pseudoeyms had written 11181\Y books which though not exactly porno

graphic vem not emctly not , 

( • ) My underlining . J . P. 

Now, Detective - Inspector Lofts , how about ferreting out the titl es 

of those fivo Bl ake stories? 

* * * ..... 
"IEU'II OF SEXTON BLAKE" 

T:<B enqui ry by Mr, P . J . Creighan , of Eire , in May C. D. is answer 

ed as follows :..,. 



The aerie s in which Sext on Blake vos supposed t o have been kille d 

V 88 THE OOUB1.B FOUR. Their names vere : King ~ of S:rbovia, known as 

the ACE, or KWC CROOK; Dr.~ Lenio r, cientnl specialis t ; S;:arlatti , 

st"B'l ill usio nist and conjurer ; "Colonel" ~ the tiey circus midget 

with the appearance of a boy of fi ve, but vith the cunning and brnins 

of a grow raan. NOT a retarded specimen in t he modern sense; !!2!! 
Tarrant, famous f emale icpersonator ; Samson, the strong can ; Carfax, 

C.'ewe, the Wizard Cr acksman; Richard Donn, confide nce trickst e r. 

The series va.s vrit ten by the late Cvyn Evans, com:,encing with 

U. J . !lo, 1233, date d 4th June , 1927. (A serie s of si x, but~ con

secut i ve) . In U,J . No, 1235 Sexton Bl ake "dies ", the front cover de

picting a nevsboy bearing a placard "Death of Sexton Bloke," T:,is 

particular s tory introduces Ruff Hanson. Another favouri te cbnrac t er, 

Splash P.41e, also makes a velcome appearance . U.J. No, 1236 i s entitled 

"The Return of Sexton Bl ake ," th e cover illust rn tion being an esce llen t 

picture of Blake. The final story , U.J. No, 1239, brings retribution 

t o the King Crook. Full list of tit l es as follows : 

U.J, 1233 The Probl et1 of the Double Four 
1234 D.lped by the Double Four 
1235 The Callow Mystery 
1236 Tho Return of Sexton Bl oke 
1238 The Mystery of the Ivory Beaa 
1239 The Adventure of the Vanishing Shop 

Some ten years later the King Crook "88 revi ved , hi s adventures 

appe3ri.ng in t he Detective Veekly . Hov he """"69d to survive the "ac id 

bath" , in vhich it 1<88 preSU!lled he had diss olved , I do not know! 

No. 216 
No, 211, 
No, 247 
No, 2Jll 

"°• 218 
No. 250 
No. 251 
No, 252 
No. 253 
No, 251, 
No, 255 

"°• 256 

Josie Pnclannn . 

* * * * * 
ltXTOl BWC L18RA6Y Tlfl.£8 AND .ltJfflCP.§ (3rd §Orl es ) (oontq, ) 

1'bt tt,g,'7 or tb8 c 1r1 1a Orten _ ·- · _ --- •· Par,ons 
Tbt CaH or lb t Han wteb No N1111. . .. ~--·•m,MOMo_,J . " · OldlO I 

Thi Case or the rr1,itened Olrl ...................................................... - ..... - ... R. Htr'dtnge 

Top s.ere t No. 1-. ............. -.................................................................................. F. wa:r,1tdc. 
'!bl CUI o r t he crooked &:lpper (Capt . C.dc:) . ·-··- ··-·-- .. -A · J. Rll)t.er 

1'ht ,-st.f:ry or tll e Lost Loot ·--· .. -- -··-···--·----····--·· ·--··-· .J· c . DJSMm 

1ht Bad Man trom Cairo . . ···-·-····--.l. Parsons 
Ttlt Secret or tbe 0t1trt ...... .................................................................... - ... R. Rardl nge 

Thi Rtdd.11 or tb1 Bl u tnc BqalClll ........ -··· ···---·- ······· .. ---........ ---- F. lond 

Tbt "'st ery or tb e Sabot aged Jet .... ·-·-· ·--·---······ .. -······-··- .. ·-- - J .. N. Qls,e1 

1bt Cast or th e Gi rl on Jtemarxl . ·····-··· .... ··-~·- ··-·· · .. ·-- '· J . Rwiter 
1ht Riddl e or the crooked Gambllr ........ .. R .. Rard i n&• ___ ,,_ ..... _ ........ ___ , .... ,_ .......... -......... 



Page 14 
.. -.. ·-···---· .. --------·---·------· .. ··-----.. . 257 
No. 258 
No. 259 
No. 260 
No. 261 
No. 262 
1·0. 26} 
... . 264 
>o. 265 
t:,. 266 
... 'lf,7 
Nol 268 
No. 269 
No. z,o 
No. 2'11 
No. 272 
No. Z13 
No. '<14 
Ho. Z,5 
No. '<16 
No.'<17 
No. Z78 
No. ffl 
Ho.~ 

nie caae ot me tnsatna Se tent lat ........................................... _ ............ A. Paraona 
nw Dllema or Doctor HtleJ ............ _.w. T)Ter 
'ft\41 SptYla 11lst.ake,, .... .. ..................... ,.,- .............................. _. ,>._ JC. fl'twli.-
'ftw Ken Wll:bouC a Paaspor~ .......................................................................... ~. Parsons 
The Han wttb a GrteTsnce ................... _. ............................ ........................... F. Warwick 
'ft\e Case or tbe Bl&CKMlled Prt nct .... . ................... - -'• Paraon• 
The CaM or 1:be Doped f avotrtte ... . .. ... ......................... A. J. Hunter 
11\e HIN p-..,9 l'l'allO............ .. ............................................... J I. TJNr 
1be l1a'l tro111 Space ...... .......................................... ................... ................... .R. Rardloee 
The Hou.,e on the River. .......... . ............. J. H. <J"Umce 
1'1le Ca.se ot the Bairled f t la .................... _._ ................................................ f.. Paraon.1 
The l1an troa Dieppe. ............... - ................................................. - ....... _ ____ , .. J. o. Olc.ltlOO 
The Vtct.i.. of t.be Crooked BJpnottst ..................................... ................. A. J. BWlter 
The Case ot t.he Dope Oealera ..................................................................... P. A. Clarke 
11\e case or t.he Japanese Ccntrst .. A.. Per.,001 
The Scrap Hetal tt,st.er,: ......................... _ ................... w. TJrer 
!be Prtaoner ot the H.anor .................... R. RarcHnge 
The Tratl of Ratder No. 1 ............ .... ......................... . ......... f . Bord 
Calllng \.tllt.ihall 1212 ......................... ............................ .... ..................... 11. Clevel.7 
ni.e ease ot the Bogu, Baron........ .. ........................ U. TJrer 
The H:Yst01"1 or t.he Has0nts Anna ........ •. Par90fl a 
T?lfl l1an wtth a H-er. .:. . ............ r .. Bond 
The Woman on ttw Spot .. ......... ........................ .. ....... .. • .. J. RUnter 
1be Big Ctrcus tf1atery _ ............... ;,. o. Dickson 

* * * * * 
SEJtTO}: BLAKE - AND THE "TITANIC" 

By J ack Hu,,:bes 

Liv ing in retirement in Sydney, !Ir . Tom Tavener, now aged 76 
years, has just given some reminiscences of his experiences in the 
disaster of the Titanic's sinking in 1912 . His sto ry has been p.,blished 
in t he April 25th issue of the Australian magazine EVERYBODY'S. 

A survivo r of thi s tragedy, Mr. Tavener had signed on for the 
voytlf!,0 to New York as an assistant cook. He tells of the fateful night 
when at ten minutes to :nidnig:ht on April 14th th e iceberg sliced through 
the s hi p ' s double bottom and rip ped a 300 ft. gash in her belly . 

Bl lJke fans will be i nt erested in t he fo ll owing :-
"On the lower decks the jar was more pronounced - a ·definite jolt 

accompanied by what one wOCl!lll later described as a "sound like the 
tearing of a s ilk sheet," fut deep down in the ship there was no mist
ake about it. Tom Tavener who was r es ting on his bunk with a Sexton 
Blake thriller sa t bolt upr~t at the hideous scraping grind. It was 
a sound li ke nothing else on earth . The nert moment whistles were 
blowing and ala.nn bell s clanging , and Tavener and his mates scrambled 
from their bunks. 

* * * * * ·--·- ---- .................... _., , ___ ,, .. ____ ................... ___ . ___ ., ...... . 
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FORTHCOMING FEATURES 

Sexton Blake , Ancient end Modern ............................. lly S. Perry 
Rnmblings on Past and Present .. .. ....... By c. Lowder 
Battles Royal ......................... By V. Colby 
Warrick Jurdin e ........... By \/ .o.G . Lofts 

* ********* * 
RESULT OF OUR MAY COMPE!'ITI ON 

Our judges found gTeat difficulty in deciding the best out of 
the man,y entri es in this competiti on, al l of which were excellent . 

After long consideration , it is decided that our Book Awards go 
to the two following competi tor s : 

Herbert \/. Hilton of Oldhar,1 whose fnvouri te story was "Britnin 
at Bay" by John Tregellis (No. 118 in the B.F .L. ) He wrote :-

"!t is yell owing and cinus its original cover ••• a fugiti ve from 
a hot, dusty , summer' s day in far-off 1913. Nearly fifty years of 
associated memories flood fron its brittle pages as I t urn t hem gently 
in this atomic age ••• incidontally , it ' s a good story , t oo!" 

Alex Parsons of Tranmere, who .wrote:-

11Wo read it t oget her . my sis t er , brother and me. Page by page, 
nig ht af t er night - three happy children breaking our hearts at the 
death of Russell . 

Fifty years late r I smil e at boyhood tears, and r ecapture th e 
t houghts of chi l dhood when I read 'Eri c, or Littl e by Little "'. 

* ******** * * 
tagne ta .. snera l TOlume& 19!.6--39 t or sale or exchange. S.A.£. t or parttcu l.r s . iAl ao 
10 Tola. C08'11ete serles Nelson Lee 1St New. WarNO Bell , Creyhou.,e Days. v. gd. 5/
T.B. Reed, 'nle f'ltth Form at St. Domlntc•s, tine Illu strated edition 5/- , later edtt lcn 
41•. The Wtll oughby Captains modem edit ion Y.gd. 51-. Ceorge Bourne, t Flew 'lt'ltb 
BradOOCk reprtnted rro111 the Ron r, ti ne now o. p. 6/ -, V&Chell, The Hill, n tce copy wtt h 
rtn e 1lluatrat1ons or Harrow Coll ege, 1st ed. 7/6. The Schoolboy Cmll bus, Desn6nd Coke 
contatns flle &encllng or e 'ntt1, The House Prefect 81111 The Worst House at Sherborough, 
"•id. 716. P. G. Wodehou.e, Saa the Stxlden, 1st tin e 51-. Lord Eaworth and others , 
tin e 41-. The Target Book ror Boys, rew copies left at 5/ - (Pub. at 8/6<1) OQflhln• 
Rollkwood, Rio Xtd, Carcrott , relg att , Xen King, ete . Wcf\ted cop i es or ctu.d:les , post 
war Ramll t.ont~ Brookstana. 
VERNCll LAY, 52 OAKLEIGI: oAROO:,s, \offlETSTQIE, 1.aun,, N. 20. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducted by JACK liOOD 

AN IliTmESTING llllMllER! 
B;y II. 0 1 C. Lo~s 

Collectors in the pi.st, have written about many interesting num

bers that have appeared in boys ' fiction. First issues; Christmas and 

Swmer Double DLU11bers; and such highly-collected storie s as ' Bob Cherry's 

Be.rring Out I in the MAGNET' and 'School and Sj)Ort I in THE :OOYS FRIEND 

LIBRARY. 
fut probably one of the most interesting numbers thst I have saon 

in recent years was actually THE NEIBON LEE LIBRARY - llo . 156 . First 

Hew Series , date d 27th April , 1929 , and entitled 'S corned by the School.' 

The t ale is of course qui t e good , as all Edwy Searles Brooks' yarns 

were in that period , nnd was actually the fifth in 'The Sneaks Paradise 

Series. 1 It was not the s tory , however, that attr:icted czy attention , 

but ths highly interesting feature entitled ' Between Ourselves• , con

ducted personally by the author of the St . Frank' s stories , Bdwy Searles 

Brooks . 
At the top of the pe&e 1 and opposite the usual soall photo r&

production of Mr. Brooks, readers vho have this issue , will f1lld at 

the top right hand side of the page anot her photograph of a reader -

a Julius Herman, from Tarlcastad , South Africa , In his letter ?1blished 

in the column, Mr. Berman 'hopes thst his portrait of a middle-889d 

pedagogue's phyaiognQl\Y rill interest readers ' , and in reply Mr. Brooks 

tells him that ' it will 1 - and that 1the St . Frank ' s stories have met 

with the approval of an astonishing DUDber of masters - including 

headmasters.' 
!low who was Julius Herman? the reader may ask. Al though it was 

not unccmnon fo r middle-aged men to read schoo l-e tories , I doubt very 

much indeed if even Mr. Brooks k:nev at that time, tha t Mr, Beman was 

a writ er biJ:lself ! It probably would have as to nished him and readers 

also to know that at one period J:tlius Heman bad some band in Hamil

tonian affairs, writing various pie ces for t he ' Maenet ' and 'Gem' -
and above all had at least one story ?1blished in the ' Magnet' . Tl:e 

story was No, 666, in 1921, entitled ur_e Circus Hero, ' 

I', ha§ been far frpg @IW: t~n A!l211t Juli YL.-
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Herman, and efforts have been made to trace biJ:, in Sou th Africa vi th 

out much success , so it is feared that he ma.Y have nov passed on. ait 

soce infomation is knovn however, and his connection vith the Canpe.nion 

l"J)Crs makes very interesting reading . Julius He:nnan, it se<D8, was a 

very avid reader of all Charles lia::>ilton' s vritings and banbarded the 

MAGNET and G!:M office with letters about his favourite characters and 

school s . In 1915 there vas t he nov fODous Greytriars story vr1tin8 

competition in the MAGNET in which hundreds of budding young would- be 

authors vrote a story of Harry Wharton and Co, - in the hope of being 

another ' Frank Richards .• Julius entered, and that his vritillg J:l\lSt 

have bean above aver9&9, was the fact that his naoe is to be f ound in 

the list of prize-vinners. Mr. C. M. Down, editor of the Ca:ipe.nion 

Papers for so OW\Y years , can re:n01Jber biJ:, quite well , and in 1920, 

when Julius Heman paid a visit to this co.mtry on an educational tour 

(he was a school teacher at an African school) he visi t ed Mr. Down in 

his Fleet Street office , where much work including tile already oentioned 

Greytriars story , vas accepted . 

Another former sub-editor , nov living in Australia , also reoem

bers Julius Heman. He described h1o as ' A very short-round type of 

person - complete vi th glasses - indeed a typical Bill,y bter ,- ( this 

can be confimed to sooe extent by the photograph) , spesking vi th a 

high - pitched tone of voice , and using that familiar phrase in the Grey

frt= dialogue , 11 BllY you fellovsl ' 
If still in the land of the livillg , Julius Heman would, I feel 

sure , be a most interesting person to meet , That he also had a great 

interest in the St , Frank ' s stories is certaiJI by several letters of 

his appearing froc time to time i n the coluoha , similar to those of a 

lliss RoSBl:lond Voods, of St , Albans , later ilricket Vood, Harts , ono of 

which appeared in the same interesting issue ! 

Nov who was RoS8!llond Voods and where is she todcy? In this case 

I a:a pleased to sa.y that 11-!iss Voods' is very much alive. Collectors 

cay veil remecber alre,,dy excellent articles by 'Ross Voods' in the 

C. D, Annual recently . Yell, Ro=ond ' and ' Ross ' are but one and the 

S8!lB person! 
Gaining inspiration froc the wonderful writings of E.s. Brooks , 

Rosaoond on leaving a Coa:>ercial College where she bee&1e a fully 

qualified shorthand - typist - started to vri te western stories p,rely for 

a hobby. On ca,pletion, they were just shoved into a cupi)oeJ:d and fo~ 

gotten . 
Later in oeeting Jack Trevor Story (and eventually becor,ing Mrs. 

S~ory) she was persuaded by h11:1 to have them published , which she did 

yUh. great success, They vars puglished by Hemr.l:J~.JlllSl. •. Qo ... - .. 
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under the pen- names of 1Ross Wocds' and ' Charles H. Lee' . Indeed , 
Mrs. S~ory had the distinction of being the only authoress of Western 
stories in Er.gl and. 

Apart from bound books, she is a poet of more than average abil i ty 
having several published in the daily press , and in th e Poetry Review. 
A great lover of anir.Jals , especially cats ( there are about a dozen in 
her house in Sussex, including a ' Bunte r ' and the smallest cat believed 
to be in Engl and ) , a story of a fo x was !'lblished in •Argosy ' al0Il89ide 
such other fai:,ous ruioes as L. A. G. Strong , and C. S. Forester of Cap
tain Hornbl ower farae. 

Bringing up a family halted her wri t ing career for a time, but 
recent writings include in fac t a Sext on Blake story, which was pub
:j.ished under the 'Desmond Reid• pen-name . Here history is almost 
cer tainly made in Blake lore - as thi s is th e only pcsi tively known case 
of a wooan penning a story of the great detective. Her story in quest 
ion was ' Witch-Hunt•, No. 451 , published in May, 1960 . 

Other recent novels have been published under the pen-name of 
'Cath erine Tracy ' dealing wit h the Deep South , which were so authentic 
that some reviewers t hought that an ke rican must have written them ! 
fut last , but not the least, I should think he r most recent efforts in 
the writing field will be of interest to all St . Frank ' s readers . 
Pure!y for her own arausement - and to read to her son Lee each evening, 
Hrs . Story wrote a St , Frank ' s s tory - which like Topey just 'crew and 
grew ' until a complete novel appeared entitled ' The Kidnapped School
boy ,' 

Her husband , Jac k Trevor St ory , now a well-known autho r and file! 
script writer (he has five films going at the same time at the mocent ) 
read it , and was so inpressed with its forcat that he th ought it should 
be published. Fleetway Publications have giv en her permission to write 
about t he characters , and Edwy Searles Brooks in letters to Mrs. Story 
has been most agreeable to th e suggestion that the story should be 
published, He writes:-

' Of crurse you have ey peruission to go straight ahead , and 
I wish you luck, I feel t hat I must also congretulate you 
on getting the feel and atmosphere of azy original tales, and 
your dia l ogue is excellent. 0-.: the whol e you have produced 
a very fine authentic St. Frank's story . liith my very best 
wishes, and wishing you all the luck in the world , and with 
azy renewed congratulations for your remarkab l y fine effort . 1 

And so I draw to a close cy coooe nts about this issue of the 
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HELSON LEE LIBRARY, Just two !l81?las1 but what a weal.th of infonnation 
ODO can write about two ol d readers, There are probably r.,aey other 
readers who have won f81Je to sooe extent in the writing fields 8lld who 
in their boy and girlhood days were inspired by Edwy Searles Brooks -
they may be written about a t some future date - but nuober 156 of the 
First New Series t o ce, will alwe,ys be regarded as a very Ilfl'ERESTiliG 
NUMBER. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
~:~.~11~~ ~~1~;:~:oi~°:"1BR~st~:~~~1:~~ ~1 1 Md 1815 . .. --... ·----- ....... -.... ______ , __ , .. _______ , ____ ,_,,,..,... __ 
~ S,0,L , .58, 8,F, (ON<n It>,) 762, 764, 780, 111,2, 1257 , 1264, 1294 to 1298 
T"'fliBm'ffiEE ROAD, OLD HIU., STAf'f'S. --- --·--................. ___ ,,...,,. _____ ,, __________ ._.. ..... __ _ 

JUJE COl'FETIT JOO 

Cen you t tnCI TDf charaeters trom the tollowtl18 clues ? 

1. J. chopper at ONJ'frl &r•. 2. A Preyer at Rookwood. 
}. Depol"t.Cllent. at St. Jl111'•• 4. A rtah at St. Frar*.•s. s. A COtlltl"f • tth DO beg Im In& ln 'the ttJ ton Jack. 
6. J. rettned lnstnioen t ot torture 8' St , J Im' s. 
7. A build i ng at Bt. F'rank•a. 
a. A landm6rk ot London at Greyrrtars. 
9, i poli ceman In the Wlll l m sto ri es, 10. An onn-worker at Rootw~ 

Jot 001111 the nmes or the ten obaraci.er1 JOU thlnll: are intended, on a poatcard or 
a meet or P8Ptr, and se nd to the E<lltor. Cl os 1r11 date - June 17th. 

A boot 8'ard for the tr lib~ •Ill be aent to the t"° OOlll)et ltora llbose list 
eoges neares t to thnt locbd ln the F.dttor•s deak. 

~------------------- ---------
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HAMILTONIANA 
_,..-:-,,.-- --- --
t -'.......; 
~ 

FAJ1)lfl SDHD31 NoL~: . Here we·Ut"e a pl e ture from tb.e •school boy Pug• sl?rt es 'llllllch 
atarted 1n the Gem 1n March , 1923. ~e ot Charl H Ramtlton•s rtne st character aeries or 
all tt1Df.l. Our picture shows the ch\121 of St\Jdy' No. 6 entert alnlna the new boy , 01tver 
l.}'nr1 to tea. 1'ha bQys are d i sgus t ed wttb Lynn•s table\.. manner s , an:1, t11fortmatel.y , shcM 
thelr dt q uat . A stoo;)' or school.bey p.11choloa, r ath er'rare In stor ies M"l tten fer 
yomasters, th is series "a., one or Ult most adUlt. to appear ln the Cm. Art.lat -
•• J , 11ood<llald. 
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MF210RIAL TABLE'r TO rn.l!llC RICHARLG 

last oontb we re fe rr ed to the Me,:,orial Table t which is being 
placed at Charing Creoato ri w to th e !!Emocy of Frank Richards. D.ie to 
our rusty Latin and failing eyesight we cade a coupl e of slips in our 
report on the matter. The fo llowing , kindly sent by llr . HAX LINE, 
lliitor of th e Latin newspaper "ACTA DIIJRNA", should oake the catter 
cl ear to al l . 

If t he quotation in C.D. is an elCSct cow of the words on t he ta b
let, and does not contain two printe r ' s errors, I ir.lagine t oot Frank 
R:.chards (if able, as I hope, to look down upon the scene) i s grinding 
his teeth vi til rage. On second thoughts, ar.d re meobering that be nev er 
had much syDpatby vi th poor ol d Quelch, be i s probably l aughing bis 
bead off. For net only is the quotation itse l f wrong; t he reference 
i s vrong t oo! I adoi t that I had no recollection of this particular 
vers e (especially in its mutilated fom);. it i s , however, a chori ambic , 
which is not one of the l!lOSt frequent cetres in Horace . So I t huobed 
my way through the Ascl epiads , ignoring all the other odes, and fowld 
it in Book IV. I give the correct wording and reference: 

llignutl laude vi.rum Musa vetat oori. 
Hor ace , Odes IV, viii . 

"The Muse does not allow to die a oan who is worthy of praise." 

Which '10 8llS, of course , that the favoured few are given a place in 
heaven . Whoever chose this verse chose it well. It i s not very wall 
known, and therefore not hackneyed; and it i s exactly right . 

* * * * * • * * * 
00 YOU roffll·lBER? By ROGER Ii . JENKINS 

Hoa 39 • Schoo}boyst 011m Llbrnrz No1 17f& - •Uvlng L\e' 
Bnol>beJT ts a topic that se ldo m IZIOkea e ltbr.r a pl easan t or mi lntere 1t1na stor'f. 

E'fen Charles H•Ut.on• s Nsource s were not al•a:,s sutticta,c. to overcome the natural 
dis tas te ¥>d obJectton most peopll h8'Y9 to reading about this SU>Ject. 

In the st-Ort es that be lC'Ote bef ore th e f Jrst 1'0rld wo siobber7 assumed d Jmen,ton, 
Cha\ aeem alanDJnclY lneredtb l e to us today. •'Jbe Bo1 Wtchout a Name• and lU ~le 
sequel • RtTal a em aims• Nvea l not only th ... oottpathy that PonaonbJ sad eo. aho..ecl to
wards t.he new ICbolarsbl p jtllJor ( CoUM.enaY), bUt alao ttle tac t tha t Ibey desptaed IIIEf\1 
other HtgticUffJen a tCx>ae parents were nobodi es - doct<irs or aoUcltors lllbo bad to WOl'S for 
a lt't'Jn&. 

Aaaztnc aa: thi s atttiuie Mf nOII' seem to us, U:le two t ales In question were not 
,polled bJ n. 'ht s ts becauae tb e s,obbe17 WBS 0011 tnctdenta l to Iba: ,ior,-i me 111a1n 
interes t was the pwtng trlma.sb l p between Cotrt may aM2 de Courcy, and the dtTIJJopEf'lt __ ,_ .. ____ .. , ____ .,_,..,_ ,_..,,. __ .......... -.... -- ...................... ,- .. -· .. -- .............. -, .. . 
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or plot. and eowit erplo t betMCen the two t act lons. But lltlen !11'.lObbery was used as th e 
mtn theme or a ,er l es, tt aeernecs &!I though the 'ftl.ole structure of th e story wns butlt 
en ~lttlng sands. · 

In the tt went tes the ttsenet saw the publica ti on or the de Vere sertea and th e 
eoy.,, Fr iend readers were slfflllarly trea t ed to the 11ont.mor-eney series , whtoh waa re
pr i nted tn Ho. 174 or the Sohoolbeys ' Own Li brary . Cecil CUthbert t1ontmoreney wa.s a 
new bay at Rookwood who waa nceed ln&1Y e l eaant, wool~ end superi or. It l at er tren.
plred th at hts real name was George Huggins , and that he had onee been pag e boy t o Sir 
Gilbert Cob;Y. Re had been t.he dandf or th e Senanta t Hall, lllhere he ttas knoflln aa Gentle
man Oeorge. 

!'tie series revolTed 8l"Ol.rld HontooreneY' s at:te111>t s to avert dis aster , and much 
ingenuity was dl sp la,ed tn showing how he quelled the dqers that threatened him fl"OC). 
Cffl! source after anoth er . nw outhor 1 s haodlln& ot t he situa t ion coq:,els our admir at ion 
perhaps reluct.an.t1Y . and there was ,omd character-dlsplfQ tn relating how var tous 
ji.mlors reacted to the new boy ; Townund rod Topham fri endly at fir st but distant leter 
ttien the truth "as hinted nt; ond Rawson, th e son or e plld>er end M'lo hOO been tre ated 
with haughty d isdain , showing mercy t o tlw new boy In forbear ing to tell hls seore t. It 
ts also probabl7 nry tro e t hat qtistarts are 1DON Slobbl rtl than myone el se. 

Yet when al l t s sa id and done, the seri es seems to have hardl.Y 3ll¥ poin t t.o tt. rt 
seem to 1Dntt er little met.her l't>ntmoreney Is :!l'IOM ti> or not , because hts secre t waa ot 
&Uffl trlTlal Int erest . And t he concl us ion or the story was perhaps the unkindest out or 
a.11: liontmoreney•s m cl e lost hi s newlY acqu ire d tort.me , and Jlmq Silve r saw Oent.l e
man Oeorge eq,lOYed as a watt er In a t.oncion hote l. It Is tt'UO th at tt:,nt.D)Nfley was en 
mple asant char acter, and h is asSUtllltlon or gOOd breeding was stlly and desp icabl e, but 
to load this tt nal hmll latlon on h111 seema (t o use a tavotrlte expression or t he auU\or ) 
Uke plllng Pelton upon Casa. On the ftlole It seems tru e to say that tb e stories dealing 
ebout siobbery were th e onl.Y dis t astef ul ones that Charl es Hamtl ton ever wrot e concerning 
his Ulre e Jll.lln schools . 

* * * * * 
THE "l!AGNEr" Al!D ',HE MODERN BOY 

By Gerry Allison 

T',e Modern Boy r eferred to is not th e M:..gazine, but th e living 
ahd breathing Boy of 1962, And , as a res ult of an interesting experi 
ment just concluded , I have t o give you the sad news that the llagnet 
is Wll. 

How often have we old - s tagers said - "Why don 't they publish the 
Magnet todey? It would be sure t o sell," NOT A HOH:! 

Bt?low I give the answers I have received to twelve questions :f'roc 
two boys of c ore t han average intelligence , T,,e elder , age 13, i s at a 
Gr8111llaI' School, whilst his younge r brother who is 10 , i s in t he top 
form of a County Prir:ary School, To prepare them for this ordeal - for 
that is what it turned out to be! - I lent them the series of Magnets 
beginning at No, 1255, in which Verno n Smith ousts W'narton from t he 
captaincy of t he Greyftiars Rooove. A series which - in rny opi ni on -
has about everything - hu:z:iour, drama, characterisation , plot , suspense . 

The two boys , Kevin and Robert , were asked t o r ead the Magnets 
at their leisure , and they had them for nearly eight weeks . After 
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about an oonth I received an in t erlo report t'ra:I their roother: 11 OD 

a.f'raid progress i s rather slov on the Ma&nets; ,,t,at vith ha:ievol'I<, 

T. V. 1 etc . , but I co.n assure you the cartoons and joke s have been 

very cuch appreciated by both the boys . " 

And later - when the &later bolideys arrived - "I keep looking 

into their bedroom, hoping t o find t heo reading the Magnets , but 

rarely find thec doing so ." I had particularly asked that the boys 

should not be pestered about roading thee . 

Woll, l ast week, I collected the llagoots bode froo th ee , and 

asked the boys t o fill in the questionnaire I had prepared . "Please 

be ~ candid in your replies - don • t bother about me" I said . 

Here is t he r esult: 

~ ~ 

~ 

,. iol\at was 1ow- aa• last blrthd8Yl 1} 

2. lillat aebool do ycu attend? ""tnlheJ ers-r . 

}, What Fon ar-e you ln? 2nd Ttar 

... Did rm menage '4> rtad fl11 NegnU? Tea 

s. How IMn1 did YoU ttntsb ? flin t 

6. Did J'OU 8nj(IJ Nadln& d'IWl TH 

7. Could you t ell thq 11BN a s erl ta? Yu 

B. Would ycu have prttir-red U'le story 
in plcturt fer, - u a oomlc? Ho 

9. Do JOU li b 81111 BtllCer on T.V.? Ho 

10.., tt i.he Hscnn attll cme ~ each weet. 

11. 

12. 

woUld 700 ll'lnt to bc.17 t t? Ho 

Do 1cbool.bQya rtad acboOl 1t crt u 
CbtH da7~ Ho 

Do 1ou l ike •I.JlO« & ~ bener t.hm 
tl>e!tacn t t'l Tea 

(Not t: •u:xs: AND LEARH• ls a tteekl,1 paper tn coloi.r 

Issued bJ rl t1 ""81 Publication.a - the price 
la 11-. ) 

!!2!ti!l R2l!!! 

10 

~c.P . 

7• 

Tu 

one 

TU 

Tu 

Ho 

Ho 

Ho 

Not 111D1 

TH 



I.Er ' S BE OONTROVERSIAL 

!io, 581 CAPl'AIIIS COURAGEX>US 

Who is the oost popular of ti., lla:dl ton C: ptains? So far as 

characterisntion goes , the r e is prcbably little to choose between tpeo , 

yet sruehov , as with all his characters, ~les l!aDilton succeeded in 

oaking thee all rather co re than oere nsoes . Yet naoes , we oust adl!lit , 

cowit for a lot . I t would.be difficul t to work up ClUCh enthusiast> over 

a character cal l ed Sncop or Racke , however syopnthet i cnlly he a i ght be 

presented . 
I think t hat pcrllaps I reserve t he vamest spot in r;zy heart for 

Kildare . ~leybe it was just the lilt of his =e , caybe it was the 

Irish in hill . Yet , for aey st ol"ies in which he fentured very prooin

ently ve have to go bnck t o blue cover days , when ve fowld hie, in ri v

al ry wit h iiont e i th, the hend prefect of the Nev House . And even then , 

sor,e of the stories were re - written f roo the P:,uck days . Reoinding us 

that , in the pre-Gen era, Charles ila.cllton tended to focus his work on 

seniors rather than juniors . 
Monteith was a fine character study , His neglect , after t he 

first fow years , is one of t he most regrettab l e oddities of the Har.lilto n 

story aa a whole . The tnles of the rival ry between Kildare and Montei t h 

tske thei r place a,::ong the DOSt outstanding of the blue c:.s.,. lfould 

that there hsd been aore of th eo . 
Wingate I never fowld qui t o so attrac t i ve . I li ked him in his 

less i.C>portant appearances , as , for instance , when he accuaed the un

scrupulous Stacey of having cigarettas in hi s pocket . 1bat episode , 

when Winga t e clashed with Mr. Quelch , was brilliantly written - in 

fact , just one of the brilliant episodes whi ch place the Stacey seri e s 

a,oong the llognet'o very greatast . 
fut I have never been able to work up ouch enthusiasn for the 

Loder- Captain series , in which 'iingate and his llinor pleyed such proo 

inent parts , In the Lancaster series I liked Wingat e - the huoan older 

boy se8t18d t o show through th e pocposity wit h which , to ce, he seeced 

soaetines to be c lothed . fut then , th e Lancaste r series was sheer gold 

al l the way through . 
·Bulkeley I fowld little but a nece - and rathe r an awkward bulky 

name. He was an adequate school captain , of course , but he featured in 

nothing very outs t anding in t he Rookwood story , 

It i s not inapprcpriat e to turn the spot lig ht , just for a moment , 

on th e supporting seniors . Grey friars owed a lot to Loder - it would 

not have been the saoe vi t hout hill . He was consistently -handled rotter 
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·--·--·-··-··-----------·----·-----------f roo tho very early da,ys, In fact, apart frou the skippers , it i s the 

bad or veak characters vho stand out llllOng the se ni ors . Valke r and 

Carne each played their proDinent parts, gees of weakness giv en auth 

ority, Ionides vas an interesting senior once . It was a pity he vas 

loet in the swirli ng nists of time, Carberry vas anothe r vho out

Lodered Loder - and paid t he price . I vonder vhothe r readers Dissed 

him when he wos expelled , Then, of oourse , there was Courtney , Vin

gate ' s friend, vbo starred in oany strong clra=s in t he red Ma&net, 

At St , Ji:11 s Knaz was not an unoolie vabl e character , thQU8h he 

never Clllde t he sar.e iopression as Loder, Seniors vi th strains of voak

ness vere lmTell , Langton and Rushden, The sto rie s of thei r adolescen t 

i ndiscroti ons vere told in worth -vhile stories in tho bl ue Geo. Baker 

of t he Nev House played an eJCcellent support ing ro l o in the Kildsre

Montei th stori es , 
To get a really vivid picture ot th e St , Ji.D' s senioi:,, vo are 

CODpelled to look far back iovn the years . At Greyf'riars the se ni or s 

were kept core in the picture all the t ine , 

The older supporting cast at Rookvood cade littl e icpe.ct , Neville 

was just a nace , Gartbev and lwovles vere ce re copies of Knox and 

Loder, though Lodor, in his cooeht s , va.s a far bet t er stuczy. 

Stories of the seniors oado a vel co::ie cbaJ16e froo t he nomal bill 

of fare. The names of the Captains Courageous , in particular, will 

never be forgotten vhilo the school s are rece obered . 

It •a just w/1 poi nt of vie v! llllat• s yours? 

* * * * * * * * * 

UAAtRf.!~1!! 
Doo.s aionC1 brtrc happlnu .s7 Accord.In& to those "10 have plwit.y l t doosn•t, .-i d 

tile, libould mew. A1 one e,nl c wrote: 

R. lchtl are a b\rden, 
The wealUIY tell ua so; 
But non• 11• enr wnunc 
To l et the ir bUrdena go. 

Let u, look .c. 10Dt or c.he boT• at Creytrlar s: Herbert Vernon S.lib , son of • 

Mtlt-md e 11111tona1re, ta UMO"*»tedl.1 th e wealt.ht est f ellow ai the school. 

1bt 8omd er 1, on1 or., t aYOW"l tt cb!ll'aCUn , ao I muatn1t cr-ltl olae bl• too well , 

but the raot r.atns c.bQt; IU)h ot v,mon-a.i m• a reckl t atnea:s Is due to l\ta hffln& too 

IIIOh pocket money, 11,1pp11ec1 by an OYtr- lndlll&ent tath.- . 

Ia m, old dqs , tlben the pod(.tt.-.:neJ or Ille au ra.gt J\D'ltor bQf • u halt -a-crown 

a ""* • wt Nad or SmlU\f taiclng out an espen1IH Ruaal!11 l ta tber Mlll tt tllltd w11b 

CUl'Nn01 notes asw, one or two rtwr .. 
c., Ult otbtr bsld, Bob Qlerr, , .xi or an...,.. ttaJor-11 bJ no MM.a rt ah, but ca.-



Bob 11 ocrta l nl.y a t:UCh happi er fellow th m t he 8omder . 
1.otU311¥, money doeSt tt mm, zalCh t.o m e r-,u. PIYe. rt on• h0.1 a rmt t tane e f f'OII 

hoae, It ta .:!baNd e.tl)l'IC them all. lf fund.a are lClt they cdt t tile bt at of a r'Nr&al t ea. 

1n the 1tUdY, ,\llleu th e aeneroua KaulY tnvltu them to ua. 
our old fat fr i end, Btr1ter , has oft en boast ed or tb c glories or 8'.l'lter Court , t ht 

stat.el¥ butler, end his l:IBl'l1 titl ed relations , but we &ll know that lk.l\t.er senior ta a 

not too prosperous stoM.brcker In tb • City . sx1 that u,ey l h t 1n a oomtcrtabll , but 

QOd.est, vll la 1n S\D"NY. Pe~ It Is j us t o..s nll t.hat UM t at OWl l s no t MalUIY. 

tr he had a wen-r tl l ed wollflt llk t th e Bo\nda- he 111:)uld have burs t a ll o'fl!r th t quad 

lon& aeo. 
Horace JtCes c.ck.a; , tb e chi.Ill) ot the firth tonri, Is always well supp li ed wl t.h 

aoney , tbants t.o hi s dO:...,.. atl')t JUdy . Horace ts al ,ays generous with hts ca~ , bUt 

would his tno- sttJ2Y-t,ates , Pott er and Cre,nt , be so loYal lt there were no l avh b 

spread s In the stUdY'? I dwbt tt . As they hove ao of ten rcllal'ked.: •As we M.vo to stancl 

Coker, h e ts tXl)ec"8d t o It.and tho 1preoaa. • 
Lord ltl.Ul everer 1a certe lnl.)' very wealthy , but cx:.nq JN3ns lltth r.o bl.a. Hi s 

la:.Y Lord:!btpt 1 idea of h.1pptnt as Is to bt l ef t al one ln peooa t o doze cocitortabl.Y on 

bl s lwurtous atuel>' sotc., and li t th e rest o r the world go by. 
One renew wh:> t s oert.o.tnl)' t nterost t d In money la Ft aher T. Fish. On 11 111.1\1'\Y 

half holtdQ • On u:u11 r u t or tbt baYs are enJ oylna them 1lve1 on th e crick et rt el d , or 

on th e river , th e American jW1tor will be tomd ln hi• at ldY comtlnc hts aoney. cr
maklna ~ h i s occom t book.a. FIQ tn hta ttm ha.a dCYlsed me,l,)' weird end M)nc2trf\ll 

schemes tor rmk'tn& money, but th ey have se l dom met wtth !j,ICees s . 
cedr tc Hilton , th o Knut or th e ttt th r orm ls well supplied wtt.h th at use ful 

articl e - ea8b - but Hllton hBs t ,i, t natve ta,: te s , S'ld a. tond,,e ss ror 8>1<.ea end ~Ins 

his r.inoy. So his aoney H l doa lo.st a bl a long . 
over at s t. J ta t s we have th e one and onlY Arthur Auaust\lj 0' 11f'CY, mo 11 never 

sbort or mc:ney. Dior ol d Cussy Is the soul or genero atey, and Nherl he rec eive, one or 

hts cel cbra tecl • t lYllhS- from. hOCII there ta u.su.all.Y a aucc,tu oua spread In St lldY 6 , l eav lna 

,Just encueti tor a new ned.t le or e pa ir of f fltlo::, 100t1. 
Aubrey Raclte aro Gerald Crooke are bot.h wealth)- fellows , but both are black aheep, 

ao th otr monq doosn•t. seeo t o do them 111\Ch 1000. 
So pem&pa lm)OCY doesn •t br i ng happ lbtas art.er a ll . But with tt one oen be ctsa-

abl e In l2Jdl greater CCl:lfortl 

TR§ CQNVENttOH 

Thi s t onc• awal t ed Eu t eri 'flhen the o. s . a . c. c«mm t lon ft'&a to be held , 1UTt ved at 

J a.,t , Md aedJers began t o as semble on Cood Frida)' a t th e ~ee n• s Heod Houl , Nat lock . 

•nine Hou.• ot cour,e ts Jcbn cunn . htm elt one or our trat emtty • Md r ight wtloocie he 

Dade u,. 
There wero a lght arr i vals on the t l rs t day , F'rs\k LQ an:! ttr.s. LD1 and dauCht.er 

Bfferl q , and ttrs . Lot t.house (DOth nr or Hrs. Lay) , and alao Bi ll Lotti • all rrom London, 

an:1 Gen,, m11on 1 = All l lOll and Els ie Paloer or t.he Nor<llem Cl~ ....!.J!l:: !l!U~ . 
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and general tntrodUctlon t ook place In tbe lowige, tollowed by a weleomB cup of tea, 
apeolallY brewed by our host. h lmelt, 

Bl ll Lotts, 'fllt!.o 1r1tortooate].J could not staY beoause he was due at a weddtng tbe 
t oll owln& dl!1 (Saturda,), presmt.ed the Convent ton wi th a Red Kagnet, No, 123, • sim, 
No, 1 oo T<>r to be glYEl'l a.s a priz e t or a quiz or coot.est. 

on Satlrd81 there were seven morE: arr1n1&, StlllleJ SDlt.h, Hergaret J ackaon , Frank 
Rmcock, Hol ly Allison , Ronald Hodgson and DONen Hodgson (Nortbe m ) and HarTY Broater 
(Nldlan<I}, so thnt we were now t<ID"teen atrong. lnt oroal dbcuastons on Tar l oWI matt ers 
took plaee, the CX>at tq,ortant being the F'rank Rtcbards Memrtal Pro ,e.. 

i tter dimer we agai n gathered tn the coctortatile and coq lowig e , Sld h8d a grmd 
nmtng 's run, proTtded by Stsiley &:itth wttb his Greytrt ara Q\ase G~ and Hts Cl"ts.r 

~S: ::~te ~:s;,~::~~ ~'!~~:s:=~~~,:~r :!:e O;~~ing~~~~~d 
ptaoc. 

ftle weat.hor , 'flhtch so tar had not been pleasant, sudden).y relented ll'td Sunday was 
a beoutUUl d,ay. It was plee.saatwalklng aro\lld th i s plctur e,q ue littl e t Ol'l'l wUhout 
having to take any thought or raincoats end lD>l"ellas l Photogr aphs 8ld movlni pictures 
MN t-Oken, which wlll no d:l\ilt be e l rculatlna in due course . 

1bere were also three new an"lval s , John and Irene ;an::ian (Hort.hem ) Md Frank 
Cue (heraeyslde) ,o th at , except ror our trtends overs eas , all tbe clUbs were re pr esen ud . 

Sack Int.he hotel . Gerry Allison gave ua a talk M Courtney or creyrr l ars (<r 
rather tbe late cotrtne1 . alnee he ts me or Che nry tew Hamilton chllracters 1lfW) lost 
his ure) . The mtter or the f'raric Richards Nemrlal wns al so dtsc u.ssed again , lt belng 
1:he general opinion tbn t a ple,yl ng tleld beorlng h is nai:ie klul d be nn Ideal cbotoe. It 
was recognised that this wculd be beJond the r esouree.s or the clubs alone, me! that bel,p 
tra:i oUUlde m.,t be obtained tn SOltl9 ,ia,y- or other . This was nry o.1eor1Y expollld ed b:, 
stanlQ" Bmttb, '111\o thought the scheEiMI would have an excellent chanc e or succeaa It th e 
aid or th e press, and varloua well...ulOlffl people , could be enlisted. He agreed to cootact 
certain peopl e ,tio mlght be willing to help, and t o e.iplore Tarlous channels , and let. 
us know Ult res ult s ln due course . 'Ih ls YIB8 felt to be an excellent Idea, and Stdlle:, 
wa.s glffll oarte bl ancl1e to ge ehead wllb hi s lnqulrles. 

Another ver, pleasant social evl:llln g toll orfll(I. Holl)' Alli son gave us her JnterestlQl 
'8lk •HU:s Spinks Sealnary ror Yomg Ladles' and the rest or t.he tt ce wa.s oceupled with 
gtDes anti quizzes or various klnds. 

1bat, alas, was the end, or almost ao. Host ot us had t.o depart the rollOfftn& d.31 
(HoodaY). Newer had a week-end sped b1 so qulokl.Y,i It was all rost. enjc,yabl e , u,.e hote l 
was ldeal t or our pUll)ose , an:t our host, fellow collector John (i\rm, was most bospttable. 
The s.o:ten laprovecent 1n t.he weatber was a ll we neE:<lecl to make It c6qllete].y enjoyable. 

This was th e first O.S.B. C. Convention. Aaauredl.Y ft will not be tlle last . 

Keetlng held 22nd April , 1962 

Rany Brost er wa.sEgaln , \ll fort\ll at elJ', absent so there were oo olnutes . As a 
result th e prograane cotr.lfflced n.ry morf.]y art.er 7. 30. Fi r st cace a •cuess th e N~r 
oc:q>etltl oo wtl:lch wns won by Joe Haratoo - the prlze a s.e.L. Tben c8D8 r:tf quit. Jlbteb was 
wen by John Tomlinson , f oll owed by CollectOl"s Items. fllla montb. I aoo,,ed !'fld brt e r17 
descr ibed Nel son Lee Library (o.s.) No. 1. the weU-tnown •'ltle tt)'sterJ' or \,t.me.boUa& Reach• 
the front cover or 11titdl was reproduced a rew months ago tn t,ba c.D. 1'le la.a t JWlil t>erore 
the tntervBl. was 11. WI')' uvei, dlecms lon started by Jao.'i Corbett "'1o wcndered It the tdea 
ot a •Codt HOltse• olub touched ~ tn tbe Cl.r'N!l'lt issue or th e c.o . was In th e bvat 
tnteresta or tb.e hobby. In th e dtscuaston 1'tlloh followed lt wu mode clear that th e 
alll>ers or the Nidland branch did not taTour tbts Idea at an. D.Jrl'* tbe Interval I 
n,orted t>rterJ.Y oo QI Ylsl t c.o Natl ook en &o&t.er NoodaY end distributed a nmber or 
•oem, snd •Nc,dern Boys•. These were all eagerJ.y 918Pped up. Arter tbe 1nterral came a 
...................... -.... _,,.,.,_,. ........... - .... --- · .......................... ~ ............... -- ... -· ................... _,_ ............................................ -
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;;;; ·"b~lidln£ g&lle 1'0ll by Hadge COrbett IWld tti e prograa:ci,e ended wttb .n tine read lfli by 
Edward DQTe)' • an art icle Nr't tten by h We U enti t led •Bunt.cr th& wn.n esS" and contri 
buted to c.o. No. 1,U (NO'feu:,(lr 1958} . Besides fil'SCl t those present " ire - 11ac2&e Cort,et t, 
Jaok Belltleld , J aok Cort,ett, Ted Oa.vey, Netm:rl Oregory, Joe t1orston arx! John Tccl.1n,on . 

Footnote by th e Secretary - Hy t hanks to Tom t or his r eport ln ~,y lil'sence - I had not. 
got back tl"Om rq holldn;y at Uotlock - tn ~ort tho very enjoyabl e anc1 ror a r I.rat ven tw-e, 
the ht ghl.Y suoeesatul o.s.s. c. Convention. 

HARRY BR06TER. 

11eettn g he l d 13th nm, 1962 
ntere was a Rood attendanc e nt thts meeting , all the regu l ars wltll the exeeptton or 

Bi ll Greenwood, bel. 1g present. Ar r.er the romal bU3tness , Includ ing the rtnanc l al repo r t, 
h.:ld been concl OOed, the tiel!'ben were given e br ie r accoun t by Frank. Case or hi s Tl s lt 
to me convent ion at Hat.look. He found th i s to be a very enjoyable etf a lr , at t ordlng en 
Ideal opportll\ltf or Eleet tng old and new trlencls, Md both the venue ood the cat ering 
were reollY fir st class , Uk'Vlks to John CW'lf'l. We realty must do our bes t to see Wt 
Kerseyslde t s more tUllY represented on tuture occo.stonsi tho se \llable t o attend are 
missing o lo t, and these get · t~etb crs cake a nice change tro 111 the orc:Unar)' meeting. 

J.t ter tb c l tbrory buSlncss cece re trestlnc nt s , t oll owed by soce an&m.ted discus s ions 
~ OOll er two controversial issues chosEn by Jack Horgan h'OD those subtl ltted. by Er-le 
Fa;..le In past t ssues ot Collec t ors • Di ges t. 11nny 000 var ied wer e th e points or view 
voi ced by the dUfermt im?c:bers, end , If th ere was no coci,l et.e Ulloolc lty at th e conolustc:n 
ot th e debates, tte fOllld th e opinions expresse d or gre at int erest. Ther e Is IEUCh 8C-Ope 
fer thi s ~e ot d i scuss i on, M<1 we Intend t.o have a stmtlor one at th e next meet ing. 

Once again •c l osing-ti~ • an-tved all t oo soon , CW'ld Ml look torward to our nei:t 
even tna toge ther , .titcb 1,111 be on Whit Swlda,, 10th or June, at th1;1 usu.al tt ce or 6 p.m. 
Dofl' t be late please. · 

FRIJIK CASE 

Chairman Geottrey Wilde opened. our May met ing be t ore anothe r good att endcnce, 
although the weath er outside our comfortable club--room w:is anything but Hay-lik e. 

Alt.er torml buslrw ss had been di sposed or, GelT)' Alli son dealt with en mus:unl lY 
Interes ting selection ot correspondenc e rece lved this con th, and reported that thre e 
neW' med>ers b::.j been enro l led. GerTY al so reported on h t s visit t o Vera Nicholls In 
hospital , and we were all very plo~ed to hear that she seer.is to be sltghtl,y lDJ!roved, 
and hopes to return hoti! soon. 

1'1ere was a discussi on on Bunter books Mllch are t.o be publ ished In the tuture , 
and possible M"1Urs or th e sru:e. 

The SecretarY Chen gave the meting a .!ii.art aceom t or the Conventi on he ld at 
Matl ock. fllo senral peti)c r s pr esen t "'1o ~d a ttended agreed th.l.t It had bem a most 
ple asant expEr l ence, end ha:1 estab l ish ed D prec edent lt!lch would certetn].y be t oll Clfl'od. 

11l.en we had the hlgbltght of otr prognu::i:oe tllls month, a t alk , recorded tor us on 
t ape b)' Toa Hoppcrton . H Is subject wns a st.oey publi shed In t he Boys• F'rtend Ltbrory 
enti tled •The Prid e ot the Rt.n&• i,y Hark Ltnl ey. TJ,ts was one or the most humourous and 
1t11.'-Cr t al ntna; ( and ai the s:J:>e time ffewd and anall'tlcal) talk s we have heard t or a l ong 
tJ ae . Kembers greatlY enjCIJ'ed t t and were plen.sed to hear Chat there are more such t.llks 
t o come. 
·"'"'"'"" After lf\ . Interval .. ror , re t rash:)Bnt.s1, th ere was, a .1eneral . discussion , on t.oRl Cf .. Of ...... ., 
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1nt.ere1t , ln ttllc:11 all llld>en: pe.M.lclpatecl , IRI anoth er enjoyable oet UD& 1933 anr . 

Next oeettrc - S.0.\UnSQ , 9tb JI.SM!. r. HAHccx::K .. Koa. sec. 

J&!!!2! 

seme t1't'I doi8n D181d>ers a t tended tbeaet:Unc oa Hay 13th a , Cbt hoot ot IT. Md lt'a,. 

Bob Bl7tht at Doll11 Rill. We •IIMd CNI' ol'Mlt l'J' 11eretar, , Ben ~tter, b ns m
avold.ablJ ablent . 

h'Mk LAY sid Bill Lof ts reported on the ir 'Ylslt to tbl Nt!.tlock Conflation and the 

irospeci.a N&ardln& a DilCCll'"bl to our late PNaldmr. , Fr-ant Richards. 

1bt bell°' was taken tor ~ ntw Preddant , aod u a rtlult Jobl Weniiall •111 be 

tnflied to IIC(:,ept. Bill Gmd<r Md f.OIO' Stal"lU Broota will bt •*ed '° bt •to ... 

pre, ldmt,. 
The oeci catalogue 11 al.mat rtodY .:ind th e work on th e Ntlaon Lee catalogue 11 IW"OO

eedlng 1D.tl 1t ~tcr t].y. ~ tor tb8 Nelson Lit library are n<Jf tn Ula htrlc1.s or Bob 

BIJt,he, t.bt lltrarttr\, 
Attt:r 111 ueellent 111read .,.. Md a qul1 trca Wlnnt e Kerss. Ra;r Ho'*lns , Len Paolman 

1'bme.s Wrtll)t s)d n-to J..mll'enct ,haNd. polnU , 1'hla MS tollo!lled bJ & 11tt"7 "81Mt Nadi.. 

bJ BrlM oa:,lt trac •Thi Rlae Md Fall or Wlllla:i Goaltnc .• FlnallJ', I qu i~ troa ~ 

host Bob 817Ule, with Len Pada:IM • • winner , 
Next mooth we an to lnclUdt a debat.a In our progra,:me In llfllch a a:d>er a'8rta oft 

•to Cl1' opin ion •• •• • l'r-n LO •lll start tbl ball rolling. 
~· ,e-t_ attttng , Jll'l t Jtd a t. Ganim rlat , t) NOMtt,otrnt Road , Clc,b..'11111 8.W.4. 

(~ ml . Pltue notttJ Br-Ian Do7].e It attf!ndlng. 

YOURS SINCERELY 

(tgtereaUng tug tlUI U\e Editor'• Llltter:::!>M) 

.B.a...,Bg ( I.Awes): The errl•al. ot Ute Digest la eoaerlJ' 8flll01tecl, not on]y by li\fselt, but. 
iiaooj ~ iw o .... , , who, I lEl pleated t.o .,y , art Kognet end Lee enthuatuts . Nellher 

ot tbea h::1.1 an, tant ot all tor til t IO"'Called JUTenlle 1u . .- at.ure or t.n, pr-eaent ~ . 

bUt r::r, coll tc U on, tJ'loud] a, UM mall slctt, bu bem Ult lr aa tn sourc e ot read lng ror 

cwiy pan. Like father , they 10 back and ~Nad , acatn m aaasn. ~ OlllY tbm& • 
dlrrer on 11 t hat I prete r H(CntU OM Ulty prttlr Lees , bUt • all tnj(# Cheo all . 

Continued ~cesa t.o CJ). md 1 truat \Mt )OU have a nry enJoyeb l t holldq md ome 

back Nfrtllled to oazT7 on glTI,- u, our c:iontbl.1 tcmtc. 

(1'be Boot Sounntr tlfltcb •• alltar"Cltd t ftZT contb rcr tbe Ster Lnur or tbt DClleb aot1 to 
the sender or dle at>ou. - m. ) 

~ ~·= :a~>:~ :::fa1111:!1~ :'.!~h:p~~:::.~ ::. ~:1-t:OOO't'::~ 
O"rtr acatn . TbeH d!TI 1 Nl1 OD tbl Otaut to bring DI a bNat.h or W put. A.par& h'oD 

the Bunter Boob , all I ban 11 5 Nagnets , ti Gee,:, and 21 Ht bon Leu , au ct 'lllltob t 
boUltlt IIIIJHlt a, a bay. I dm •t know llf'1 I ltpi. tbem out or tb t b.Dc1Ncl1 t bmt, bu& I 

11?..J1l.,.111L!lll~ . .!...ll.llt.- .. - ·-------·-- - ·,-------
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~·~t~!~V c!.R:~n~;~ r:.,!,!!e.~~ n~c: ~~~:~rtte%~ Collectors• Digest -
(ttr. Chlls:,mal'L has dra,11 o dellghtrul new st.ud7 ot Btll,y 81,mter , espcclnll,y tor 
C.Ollectors • Dlgest . It wtll bring yoo jo7 on our oovor YCf"/ soon . - m . ) 

i~r1\!F§~~!~8!:l~as~8h:~~ :t~~~1~, 1~~~ : ~~~~C:fo~ ~~tn 
Battl e of the Sens" a.s •th.)t putrtng 8 111)' Bunte~ - and J ack Trevor 8tar,r 1 s l'l.W:MI ln 
the ator'Y ored lt for a dellghtf'ul ~ •JnYaston QUartet . • 

~rmon~™4:~; ~~~~the~r~r:~::\;e~ ~or!..~~~ -~!dg~t:~ 
ot Tho::mon' s tew raUures. I also enJO)'ed 'Odd Han om;1. It was nice to see aocethlng 
new written about the clues or St. J tm• a. 

(Ye gods , youtre exact iy f<.1:"1.¥ years t oo late with YOllr' Ban Hugent oarpalgn . We actvt se 
you to st.ode up wi th ocnri ttt on. Prll'lk has countless :xblNr"s. Md we oan see them de
scending on NcrU'l ftncbley with catai>ult s , PE~dlooters and ,mteI"'1>1Stols 1n hand . 
LeOOtng thea wil l be lT . Om WebsWr, ~. we warn you , he ls BCCIB ti ght er,• ED.) 

p
1 

J, P,EIO HAN (ELN): n,e D1gest Ma scored another trttqi'I.. •Oanny t s Di~ i s 
excnlent . ( m looking rcrward to more extracts . It wlll trtn g br.clt nos~ tc 
Cl9DOC'1CIS to l arge nurrbers or readers . Congratulati ons on t he rtne illust r ated heading 
•au:is In CoUncll• "1.1ch heocts Uie F.ditor l al . 

~;tG! r~ I! . (~~ ~~~7~!r.~ 0
~eA~~l~ru~~;."8:n °i~~~"!~n ":;!~:tby 

LeckenbY v is i ted Ola.rlcs H&ill ton a rew years ago, he asked hi e tr tbct was th e name or 
the aan h& mentlooed tn the Auioblograptiy and Hr. Hooill ton replied that It was. Tbe 
ttn, substi tute storr 1n the G(l!I was actuollY No. 43 •The Schoolboy J ockeyti written by 
c. H. Dorm. 

i!ft!t,!;. ftcr~:e ~~~:i;>~t~ • a1~1::;:. ; o p~=~eythe ~':f 1'::p through t.he 

~ <;JL M>Af! (Ne;,,onsUe}: It seecs to ce that Kenneth IClrt>y ts beMtng over backnrds 
to prove Ulat he ts the on])'" one to llldcrst and the cqle xtt les or ffan"Y Wharton•s 
cb3:'80tcr. 1 did not mntton thee In r:;y replY t o tho Controversial becouse I took 1' tor 
gIW)tod ihaC. ::iost Nagnet md G4:I:!. rooder s would be aware or the oak~ ot Wharton ond 
Too HGrr,'e 8orT)'" If I et't>mTaSsed Kr. Kirby too CIJdl. 

~:o~· mm ~:s~too~~~~·~ai:ne::1:n~ n:1~c::i!:s t~~n!:' for 
yeera to GC>r.». 
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cpµtp AU.JSQN (Utley): Row I rn ellod 1n'D!IU11''S D1&7' What ceoorte s lt eYOlr.edl 

~=EmJs~~~!e!!)~eI :;; :::, l~~~~~l~~':e~d I 1:Cc~~~I~ ~ ;:: 
years ago. t tbought. tbe 118)' ooYer gram. 

X~ift~t;Tio'r.ie~1=:>!.e~~1:~t=~ 11
~~ "~:::

1
~~ =-~ l~e ~

1~tna 
eertea and Che tlr st South Seu aeri es u Chey were not school at.orlH at llll ne Ith.er 
were aucb eerie, o, Bm.ter Cotn l!nd Whlt tlta Ctrcua or even t.be Wharton ~· aeri es. 

}i:~ : 'o!!~d~r !k~.= ~dJ~~:!:: 1~ ~: ~1~ :a: i;:, 0:e:t 
aeri es , •Kousecaster• s HOflleCOCllng•, tile •Hts BroU!.er•a Keeper, seri es perbaps. All 
drai:eUc storlea SM al l rather apJ)l'QlC,htng the adult sigle , tbe ttrst Rebel eertu very 
mab, so. I wonder tt tr . Hsntlt.a') ner reallY tact tea a achool st ory lll'lUen mai n]¥ fer 
adUl.;t oonSUll)tton. 

ft:tv~,H~u::~!:~ ~ ~~~7\Brit~: :c:!~~e1b;C:~·au!~1~:::1 
stories. I greatlY enjo:,ed the tntereatlng 111d alU.alal new r eatun •omnyts Dlar,e' 'flhtctl 
ao dellghttul.11 Makens r:ieoor te., of f!t/ youth. Collectors • Digest alw!fl cocea up t o 
e,;pect sU.ons. 

Sexton Blake Today 

SPOTLJCHT (ff IU.0£13 (Ng, 169) Nart t n noma.s 
•The real d l t tlcu lty or thi s ease- sa td Sext on Blake, • l ay tn the Cl.lltt pllctty ot 

incidents • the C:l• eratt.Y ot D)tlv es sid ennts. It was a question ot llf\lch mot ive 
accol.llted tor atilch cri me.• 

'lbla drama or hat.Nd , pass ion, j eal ousy , bla ckmll and revenge In circus ur e. played 
out aga ln.1t a background or croWds, sid eshows . circus perf ormances, alt.,,,dOtWI demonst ra
tloo s Sld a .IIIJ.ltlpllclt)' or char acters outatde circus lit e , haa th e autheri.tlc atmosphere 
ot rtsln , light, bra ss- bands and dare-devil st 'tl'lts . 

A wtll plirmed stol'J t old with all th e skill and art i stry we have grown to t)'.pect 
from ttr. 1bomas. nw descriptive pas sages art axcellent, th e char acters are well dralW), 

and CM tlhole novel ts packed "' th t:ic ldent. A novel which will atv e pleasure t o al l 
read ers, new &M old. 

sgmrrt WIJ!!S t!E DEAD(No. 500) IHcharo w1111am 
~en Har ry Snogg, moce satul author , l eft hi s home and journeyed to Lc.ndon In 

surch or th e •unusual 1llC1>se or lite" llhtch woUld brin g him equal race as a pho~ 
graph.er, he missed his chan&e point alld st.ra,ed tnt o a series of adventures aa exolth'W 
a , any CNated by hls ON\ tmaatnaiton , 

A.fter ca'tchtna: a bsik .. rtbber stngle-handed , this normll.y modest r ouna can be&an to 
reei , and act, lJi. e hi s (lllCl chief character Ryle)' St ee l e , heroic dt tecttn or Boy' s ReallJ 

._rw - •You 1tay clear of t thi oase ana l ean me t.o '!.!e... l't .. ~ alone• he sa td t o Bn t on . 
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Blake. • tn r eturn, I 'll hand l:tl next cas e to you' Har17 Snogg ottered generoual.y'. 

· Sexton Blake closed hh eyes and counted up to ttv e .nowl.Y. • 1'11s t sn tt a aam ttr . 
Snou . These men are not play t n1. Tbey•re tlll era. tbty u.se real gl.Sls with Nal 
bullets, • he sa1 d. · 

1be men were not plnYln& - an:ied robber)' "1S their bustne ss and dea th th e ir Pl aJ'
thlng. Stnc e Karry Bnogg wu t.he only person Who could Identity them with CU'der, ht• 
ure was In danaer. So, too, MS Seu.on Bl ake' s as t.ht lnvestt p. tt on cont inued. 

A. &ood st..ol")', tull ot incid ent and colour , prtth tl a.shea or hUDOur t o ease th e tens ion. 
Once a&aln Rlcbard Wtll law ha , cr eat ed new exci ti ng advent.urts tor Blak e ( and Har17 · 
snoa) to fac e , tough crooks to be tracked down and out-witted ., Plot , d i alogu e Md 
charaeter tsatlon are excellen t. I would Yote HanY snou th e bes t new charac t er or Ult 
year, t reooociend this book to all Blake l overs - espec lallY tile older , l onc-tera 
readers , Uke Dt'selt. 

At§J:RALJAN cura RF.PORT 

The t lrat t ouch or winte r aade club meat>ers epprec latf t he Ir snug quarters at th a 
Book Bazaar tor thelr meetin g on Hay 17th. 

The el ection ot otr t cans t ook pl ace with the result th at present ot rt ce-beare r s were 
returned en bloc . All t he regular member s wer e present, except ing Vic Col b)t Wlo wa.a 
great ly o tssed by us all. · 

The secretarY announced th e &ood news concerning the taperecordtng f rom l..oMon and 
arrangements "ere dtscua sed !Of' o. ~ee1a1 meet l?'le to be held at th e home or the 
secr eter)' to celebrate l t s 8.?Tlval. We are l ook.Ing forward t.o ceetlng , t n thi s wsY, the 
oany good friend! al.reed)' kno,m through the oedh.111 or th e ir l ette r s , 

ThMks to Uie genero s ity or Bi ll Hubbard we now have a coloured phot{l&raph or mst 
or t.be London md>ers , tog ether wlth a det a tl e<l t dentl t.Y list. Another tt eo or IN&t 
Interes t flRlS a reprodUCtlon (vi a our postal mer!ber , Arthur Holl anc1} of th e let te r recetved 
by Oe!T)' .Ultson from P. o . WodehotUe , aocepttng the presl dwicy or their Nortbem Club , 
nt e l et ter was 1n creat deC'IMCI, tbe 1uc1cy recipient btt ng St an Nicholls , l ong a Wodehou.se 
admirer . 

Interes una letters rroc Bill Hal l and Bruce Fowler were read out , followed by over
seas news. Fl"'OCI Hert7 Broster eaoe a can-on00 the- spot accomt ot th e Eas ter Corrrentlon . 
We "Ill be there nlth you all, one or these days . 

Disc uss ion followed on varloua Point s r aised by cOJTesporxlenta, and on several 
features In th e NV C,D. A mantl!lOUs vot e or enjoycent WM passed on the new fe a ture 
•omny•s DtarY', ,t, t ch 1t. Is hoped will be a nigular fu ture tor a lone tt l!'II, as tta 
professional aeyl e mode It one or tbe bes t tre ats yet ottered In C.D, Our con&ratulatl ons 
to the 8110f!TJ30U8 aur.hor tor rev lTlng some vecy happy oetoort es . 

After three hours ot chat ting, 0 1.t parched thro ats welcooed ret r eshDent s befo re 
QESii>ers t.ook th e lr ways h<:oenard. 

8, PA'IE - Secretary. 

f:2.t Next ttont h; 

•t;ft, Btopu:• 8 HAIR §t!IRT9 
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